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Inna Narbut
Life of the Metropolitan Areas today in the USA and Russia:
 A comparative analysis of Moscow and New York City
     I guess, there are no better countries for comparison than the Unites States of America and the Russian Federation. One may argue that they have lots in common and I fully agree. Both countries have great similarities in what refers to history, for example.  The USA and Russia have both been the powerful states in the 20th century and one cannot forget about their antagonism in that period. Or take, for example, the mentality of Russians and Americans. As I see it in both cases it is influenced greatly by geography. We both like the freedom and spaciousness. As for Americans it all started in the year 1845 with the “Manifest Destiny” according to which it was American`s faith to settle the continent from east to west. But notwithstanding all this, there are some peculiar features that are inherent to this or that country in our case it is either the USA or Russia. There are dissimilarities in American and Russian lifestyles and one of them is the life of the Metropolitan areas. Why I decided to focus my attention on Moscow and New York City? The answer is that these two Metropolitan areas are the largest in its countries and it means that they are the best example of what metropolitan area of their country represents.

· Population (on the whole)

New York City
- 8,175,183 (2010 Census Bureau)

                     - 8,244, 910 (2011 Census Bureau estimates)

Moscow
 – 10,382,754 

· Population (men/women)

New York City
: male population-3,882,544 (47,5%) female population-4,292,589 (52,5%)

Moscow-2male population-4951819; female population-5430935.

· Population (median age)

New York City3: 

16 years and over
6,615,409
80.9%

18 years and over
6,407,022
78.4 

21 years and over
6,059,847
74.1

62 years and over
1,228,851
15.0

65 years and over
993,158
12.1

Moscow:. Overall, the population of Moscow is getting older. According to the results of the All-russian Census of 2002 the average age of Moscow dwellers was 39,3 and in accordance with the last Census the average age of Muscovites is 40,7 (http://ria.ru/moscow/20111227/527670848.html). As for the younger generation of Moscow, the percentage of young people between the ages 15-29 is 19,4%. And one should borne in mind that it is not the highest rate in the Russian Federation (http://demoscope.ru/weekly/2011/0455/gazeta033.php). 

      All in all, judging all this data we can make a general impression of the population and demography of the two largest Metropolitan Areas-Moscow and New York.

     Now I would like to move on to another point which is the life style. How does the typical dweller of Moscow or New York live? What is his or her typical housing? These and some other questions I would like to answer in my paper.
     Without any doubt, life in Moscow is very hectic. Everything and everyone is constanly on the move. People are always rushing somewhere, there is always a never-ending stream of cars which results in heavy traffic jams and drivers are forced to spend lots of time in them. But in spite of this a lot of people are car owners and there is at least one car in a family.  Most people also prefer to use the underground which is of course a fast way of movement and to some extent  is very efficient: at least you are sure you will not be late. In whole, the system of public transport is highly developed. It consists of buses, trolleybuses, trams and fixed route taxes. Mostly public transprort is used by people who are in their fifties or sixties, so to say by aged people or pensioners. 

What is the typical day of a Moscow resident?  One gets up early in the morning, goes to a job (sometimes it takes long hours to get to it). The working day is usually till 6 o`clock. Then he/she comes back home. If a person goes by car he can get stuck in a traffic jam because of a rush hour. In this case he can arrive home late. If talking in this connection about the everyday life of New York City dwellers I can say that their life is also hectic and non-stop. Moscow and NYC are among those cities which never sleep. New Yorkers lead a stirring life. Most of the day they spend working in their offices just as the Muscovites do. Quite a large number of New Yorkers have their own car.Another popular and convenient means of transport is subway. “The New York City Subway is the world's largest rapid transit system by length of routes and by number of stations”( wikipedia.org). Public transit is also popular in New York City. 54.6% of New Yorkers commuted to work in 2005 using mass transit(http://money.cnn.com/).

      To sum up, we see that everyday life in both cities is in full swing, one should always be ready to rush somewhere, to do something. There is almost no time to relax.
     As for the housing, in Moscow as in other cities of Russia, people live in appartment blocks. There is almost no such notion as having your private house in Moscow. In New York, the dwellers also live in appartments. “What is the difference then?”-you can ask. The difference is the relations with the neighbours. In Russia and in Moscow particularly, neighbours usually are in good relations, they know a lot about each other, they can even become friends. The so-called community feeling appears. In the USA and in New York City particularly, people do not let neighbours into their lives, as they appreciate some personal space which is very important for them as people of the individualistic culture.

     The next thing I am going to concentrate on is the cultural, political and economic life of Moscow and the City of New York. 

     New York has a great impact upon global commerce, finance, media, art, fashion, research, technology, education, and entertainment. NYC is the the home of the United Nations Headquarters, it is an important center for  the international diplomacy and has been described as the cultural capital of the world. If talking about economy and finance, New York is ranked number 2 (alongside with London-#1 and Hong Kong-#3) among the International Financial Centres (source- Oxford Economic Forecasting). The symbol of financial life of NY is Wall Street. NY is the city of successful businessmen as for example Donald Trump. As for the cultural life, places to visit, to go and see, NY can offer you a great variety to choose from. The number of museums, theatres, galleries and concert halls is impressive. The city's 39 largest theaters are known as "Broadway”. While visiting museums, one should pay special attention to those of them as Metropolitan Museum of art- one of the world's largest and most important art museums, The Museum of Modern Art and the Guggenheim Museum. For those who are interested in film making, NY can be a good start in this career, as it is the second largest centre for the film industry in the United States
(according to the year 2008).

     As regards Moscow, it is the economic, political and cultural heart of the Russian Federation. Moscow is an international business centre. Industries like hospitality have risen to meet the needs, ensuring that Moscow continues to grow. Needless to say that Moscow has a rich cultural life. Theatres, museums, galleries are presented in russian capital for people of different tastes and preferences. 

     As we can see both megapolisis have an eventful life and make it possible to enjoy true art, art that leaves nobody indifferent.

Education and career

     Moscow is one of the most important educational centres in Russia.  In 2009 in Moscow there were 264 universities, among which 264 were state ones and 155 were private ones. 11 Moscow`s universities have the status of National Research Universities. 

Since the year 2002 the number of people with higher education increased by 53%, the number of Moscow dwellers with incomplete higher education increased by 40 %, and with secondary professional education - by 22 %. At the moment in Moscow  there are 198,000 candidates of science, among them- 85,000women and also 54,000 doctors of science, among them- 18,000 women. As for the job, the population of able-bodied age has increased since 2002 by 8%  due to the number of migrants (http://ria.ru/moscow/20111227/527670848.html). Now what refers to NYC in the sphere of education and career. New York City is the home to a large number of notable universities both public and private ones. “New York City has the most post-graduate life sciences degrees awarded annually in the United States, 40,000 licensed physicians, and 127 Nobel laureates with roots in local institutions”. (www.nyc.gov)
     So far I cast some light on different aspects of life in Moscow and in the City of New York. Taking into account the comparison that have been made we can see that these two Metropolitan areas do not differ that much. It means that these two cities, having much in common and playing not the last role in their countries, can be a way for establishing and strengthening good relations between our country and the United States of America.
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