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Introduction

In this paper I will describe and compare the main features of modern life in San Francisco (USA) and Saint Petersburg (Russia). I decided to choose these two metropolitan areas as the objects of my research because the two cities seem to have a lot in common despite the considerable differences in some of their geographical, social and cultural characteristics.

Neither San Francisco nor Saint Petersburg is a federal capital yet both cities are on the lists of the most populated metropolitan areas of their countries. They are both famous for their rich culture and do not cease to attract throngs of tourists year after year. Both cities were established in the same time period: the history of foundation of the two cities dates back to the 18th century. Talking about their geographical location, San Francisco and Saint Petersburg are situated in bay areas, and this fact shaped both cities’ life in many ways. San Francisco and Saint Petersburg are the financial, political and cultural centers of the San Francisco Bay Area and the Northwestern Federal region respectively, and it was interesting for me to compare the life of the hearts of two regions that are so unlike.

Demographics: the Population
According to the 2010 census, the San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont Metropolitan Statistical Area had a population of 4,335,391
, and this number is estimated to have increased by 1.28% by 2011, thus making the region rank 11th on the list of the USA’s most populated metropolitan areas
. The city of San Francisco is said to have a population of 805,235. As of 2010, the population of the city included Whites (48.5%), Asians (33.3%), Hispanics or Latinos (15.1%), African Americans (6.1%), Native Americans (0.5%), Pacific Islanders (0.4%), representatives of other races (6.6%), and people from two or more races (4.7%)
. These figures demonstrate the fact that San Francisco fits “the "year 2030" national profile”
, according to William H. Frey, as less than 60% of the city’s population is of Anglo origin. This proves that San Francisco is truly one of the most racially diverse cities of the country, which makes it a perfect example of the “American mosaic” within the boundaries of just one metropolitan area.
Saint Petersburg metropolitan area has a population of 5.4 million
, while the city itself has a population of 4 953 219, according to a report by Rosstat that was issued in 2011
. Both numbers are said to be increasing. Saint Petersburg is the 2nd biggest metropolitan area in Russia after Moscow and the 4th biggest city in Europe. The ethnical composition of Saint Petersburg’s population is quite diverse even though it is predominantly Russian (84,73%): it also includes Ukranians (1,87%), Belorussians (1,17%), Jewish people (0,78%), Tatars (0,76%) and Armenians (0,41%)
. We can see that the percentage ratio of the ethnic groups that make up St. Petersburg’s population is mainly coherent with the all-state ratio for Russia.

Economy: The Cost of Living

There are obvious differences in the average income figures for Saint Petersburg and San Francisco. The average annual income for San Francisco is $45,478
, whereas for St. Petersburg it would be $11,826
. The cost of living in the two cities varies greatly, too, and here are some figures that illustrate this difference. 
In this table you will find the average prices of foods, commodities and services that are part of everyday life of a city dweller.  Full information on the prices for the two cities can be found on this website, which was the source of the figures listed below: http://www.expatistan.com/cost-of-living/comparison/san-francisco/saint-petersburg.
	

	Food in Saint Petersburg is 38% cheaper than in San Francisco.

	Daily menu in the business district
	руб 258($8.64)
	$12.39

	1/2 Kg of chicken breast
	руб 83($2.80)
	$5.36

	12 eggs, large
	руб 53($1.79)
	$3.23

	1 kg of tomatoes
	руб 88($2.96)
	$3.41

	1 kg of apples
	руб 62($2.06)
	$3.86

	2 liters of Coca-Cola
	руб 53($1.78)
	$1.93

	

	Housing in Saint Petersburg is 38% cheaper than in San Francisco.

	Monthly rent for a 85 sq. meters furnished apartment in an expensive area of the city
	руб 46,842($1,571)
	$2,666

	Internet 8MB (1 month)
	руб 423($14.19)
	$44

	Microwave, 800/900 Watt
	руб 3,208($108)
	$64

	Hourly rate for cleaning help
	руб 528($17.70)
	$24

	

	Clothes in Saint Petersburg are 64% more expensive than in San Francisco.

	1 pair of Levis 501
	руб 3,733($125)
	$48

	1 summer dress in a chain store (Zara, H&M)
	руб 2,015($68)
	$44

	1 pair of Adidas trainers
	руб 2,573($86)
	$73

	1 pair of average business shoes
	руб 4,200($141)
	$100

	

	Transportation in Saint Petersburg is 16% cheaper than in San Francisco

	Volkswagen Golf 2.0, no extras, new
	руб 801,400($26,879)
	$21,002

	1 liter of gas
	руб 29($0.97)
	$1.05

	Monthly public transport pass
	руб 1,351($45)
	$68

	Taxi trip on a business day, basic tariff, 8 Km.
	руб 574($19.26)
	$18.70

	

	Entertainment in Saint Petersburg is 27% cheaper than in San Francisco.

	A basic dinner out for two
	руб 1,053($35)
	$47

	2 tickets to the theater (best available seats)
	руб 4,242($142)
	$189

	iPod nano 8GB
	руб 5,813($195)
	$149

	1 min. of prepaid mobile tariff
	руб 1.46($0.05)
	$0.78

	1 month of gym in business district
	руб 2,606($87)
	$82


As we can see, life in Saint Petersburg would cost one much less that life in San Francisco. The only criterion that stands out is the pricing in the retail sector, with Saint Petersburg stores charging its customers exorbitant amounts of money in comparison with the American prices.
Culture & Tourism
Both cities are famous all over the world for the cultural attractions that they have to offer the locals and the visitors. San Francisco’s culture is very diverse and appealing whether it comes to arts, museums, architecture, or music. There is a large number of cultural sights and museums in the San Francisco area, with the Museum of Modern Art (SFMOMA) being one of the most significant tourist attractions of the city. If we are talking about Saint Petersburg, one of the cultural sights that come to mind first is the Hermitage, which is probably the most famous one out of more than 250 museums that St. Petersburg has. 
 
Undoubtedly, both San Francisco and Saint Petersburg are major tourist hotspots and they do not fail to support the regional economies due to the constant flow of visitors. The cities have a wide variety of cultural attractions and sights to offer, and in a way, both of them can be called the countries’ cultural centers. Moreover, San Francisco and Saint Petersburg at some point were (and to a certain extent, still are) considered to be the places where the two countries’ youth movements and subcultures flourish. If we look back at the past years, we will see that San Francisco used to be the heart of the hippie movement in the USA in the 1960s; St. Petersburg, in its turn, has always been considered the “cultural capital” of Russia, and the definition “cultural” partly refers to the well-developed local youth subcultures. These tendencies can still be seen nowadays:  Saint Petersburg is one of the main spots in Russia that many creative and “artsy” people tend to flock to, and the same thing can be said about San Francisco. 
Politics: Liberal Centers?
The latter has always been deemed the liberal centre of the United States, and this statement can be underpinned by the data on political preferences of San Francisco city dwellers: according to State Report of Registration of May 4, 2009, 56.67% of registered voters (76.97% of total population) supported the Democratic Party, whereas only 9.36% registered for the Republican Party
. 
As for Saint Petersburg, the recent election results showed that the people who live in the area tend to vote for the parties and candidates that get fewer votes in the general turnout of the election across the country. That was demonstrated by the 2011 Duma election results, when 35,9 %
 of the population of Saint Petersburg voted for “United Russia” (vs. 49.32% across the country),  15,9 % voted for “A Just Russia” (vs. 13.24%) and 11,8 % supported The Russian United Democratic Party Yabloko (vs. 3,43%)
. This proves that the political preferences of the dwellers of an area vary a lot depending on the region, and in the case with Saint Petersburg there is a clear trend to be observed: people of this metropolitan area tend to support the more liberal parties, and this tendency contrasts with the more widespread and popular ideas that are reflected in the countrywide election results.
Conclusion

I have listed and analyzed information on demographics, culture, economy and politics of the metropolitan areas of San Francisco and Saint Petersburg and I came to the following conclusions:

· The percentage of ethnic minorities’ population of San Francisco is much higher than that of Saint Petersburg, but that reflects the general nationwide trend in the USA rather that a local demographic characteristic. 

· There is well-developed cultural life in both areas, and the importance of tourism in the local economies is undeniable.
· The cost of living in Saint Petersburg is much lower than that in San Francisco; however, the same thing can be said about the average salaries in the two cities.

· Generally, the dwellers of both metropolitan areas seem to show support for the more liberal parties.
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