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Terrorism: U.S. Policies and Counterterrorism Measures


On the morning of September 11, 2001, nineteen terrorists affiliated with al-Qaeda hijacked four commercial passenger jet airliners. Each team of hijackers included a trained pilot. The hijackers crashed two of the airliners into the World Trade Center in New York City, one plane into each tower. A third airliner was crashed into the Pentagon in Arlington County Virginia. In addition to the 19 hijackers, 2,973 people died; another 24 are missing and presumed dead. The September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in the USA became a tragedy for American nation. The whole world was shocked by the shots of destroyed twin towers which appeared in the news that day. On September, 11 America faced the new war with the anonymous enemy. 

Of course, the problem of terrorism existed long before the 11th September. First the problem of counterterrorism measures was faced in the 1970s. There were some organizations which were coordinating the struggle against terrorism. For example, one of these organizations was Interpol (International Criminal Police Organization). In 1971 the struggle against terrorism on international level began. However, the threat of terrorism wasn’t so high at that time, and the government didn’t pay much attention to that problem. 

Serious changes in this problem occurred during President Carter’s administration. He abolished the committee of struggle against terrorism. And since that time it was replaced by the National Security Council and FBI. The National Security Council was established by the National Security Act of 1947.  It  is chaired by the President and it became the President's principal forum for considering national security and foreign policy matters with his senior national security advisors and cabinet officials. Since its inception under President Truman, the function of the Council has been to advise and assist the President on national security and foreign policies.
The first president who made the anti-terrorist fight   one of his aims was Ronald Reagan. 

At that time Americans thought that the main enemy of the United States was the Soviet Union. 

And to eliminate this threat some measures, including the creation of interagency committee, were taken. This committee was responsible for exchange of information and working out the new methods of solving the problem. This institution remained during the presidency of George H.W. Bush. But the committee lost its importance because the Cold War ended and the threat of terrorism wasn’t so topical. 


In June 1995, President Bill Clinton issued Presidential Decision Directive 39, which stated that the United States "should deter, defeat and respond vigorously to all terrorist attacks on our territory and against our citizens." 
Moreover, it called terrorism both a "matter of national security" and a crime. A new counterterrorist institution was established: Counterterrorism Security Group. It was formed by the State Department, FBI, CIA and Joint Staff. 


The tragedy of September, 11  happened in 2001 during the presidency of George W. Bush.  The September 11 terrorist attacks were a very important event in Bush's presidency. Bush was visiting an elementary school in Florida when Chief of Staff Andrew Card informed him that a plane had crashed into the World Trade Center in New York City. Following news of a second collision, Bush remained with the class for seven minutes while they finished reading a story. He then flew to air bases in Louisiana and Nebraska before returning to Washington, D.C. in the late afternoon. That evening, he addressed the nation from the Oval Office, promising a strong response to the attacks but emphasizing the need for the nation to come together and comfort the families of the victims. On September 14, he visited the World Trade Center site, meeting with Mayor Rudy Giuliani and firefighters, police officers and volunteers. In a moment captured by press and media, Bush addressed the gathering via megaphone from atop a heap of rubble: “I can hear you. The rest of the world hears you. And the people who knocked these buildings down will hear all of us soon.”  
In a September 20, 2001 speech, President Bush condemned Osama bin Laden and al Qaeda, and issued the Taliban regime in Afghanistan an ultimatum to "hand over the terrorists, or ... share in their fate."
 


The terrorist attacks had far-reaching consequences. It led to several reforms in the US internal security. First of all, after the 11th of September America took some domestic measures. A $40 billion emergency spending bill was passed by the United States Congress, and an additional $20 billion bail-out of the airline industry was also passed. Then, investigations have been started through many branches of many governments, pursuing tens of thousands of tips. Thousands of people have been detained, arrested, or questioned. The Justice Department launched a Special Registration procedure for certain male non-citizens in the U.S., requiring them to register in person at offices of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

 Secondly, various government bureaucracies which handled security and military functions were reorganized. The US government established a new institution called Homeland Security Council. The main function of  Homeland Security Council is to provide the President with advices on developing and coordinating the implementation of a comprehensive national strategy to secure the United States from terrorist threats or attacks. All the advices are given to the President through the Assistant. At the same time National Security Council continues to coordinate counterterrorist actions abroad. As a result all the internal and external actions of control of terrorist attacks are coordinated by the committees of HSC and NSC. 


Right after the tragedy of September, 11 in the end of October, 2001 the Congress passed  some amendments which were called the “Patriot Act”. The aim of this document is to help the law machinery to prevent terrorist attacks. The Act dramatically expanded the authority of American law enforcement for the stated purpose of fighting terrorism in the United States and abroad. According to this act the power of FBI and other special services increased very much. They acquired the right to tap telephone conversations and to spy on correspondence. It has also been used to detect and prosecute other alleged potential crimes, such as providing false information on terrorism. But the Federal courts declared some sections of the “Patriot Act” unconstitutional because they interfere with civil liberties. 


On October 17, 2001 another counterterrorist act was passed. It was called the Financial Anti-Terrorism Act. It was folded into the USA Patriot Act. It increased the federal government's powers to investigate and prosecute the financial supporters of terrorism. The Financial Anti-Terrorism Act allowed:

· Criminals to be punished, those who were engaged in illegal money practices

· Gives procedural guidelines for Federal subpoenas for records of funds in correspondent bank accounts

· Federal jurisdiction over foreign money launderers and over money laundered through a foreign bank

· All financial institutions to be forced to form an anti-money laundering program

 Another important step was made when on May, 1, 2003 President George W. Bush established the Terrorist Threat Integration Center (TTIC). The TTIC was established in response to recommendations by the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States that investigated the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001. Later, in 2004 the TTIC was replaced by the NCTC (the National Counterterrorism Center). Its main aim was to inform, empower, and help shape that government's national and international counterterrorism efforts to diminish the ranks, capabilities, and activities of current and future terrorists. The NCTC serves as the principal advisor to the United States Director of National Intelligence (DNI) on intelligence operations and analysis relating to counterterrorism, advising the DNI on how well US intelligence activities, programs, and budget proposals for counterterrorism conform to priorities established by the President. NCTC serves as the primary organization in the United States government for a number of activities. First, it integrates and analyzes all intelligence pertaining to terrorism possessed or acquired by the United States government. Secondly, it serves as the central and shared knowledge bank on terrorism information. Thirdly, Serves as the primary US government organization for strategic operational planning for counterterrorism under the policy direction of the President of the United States, the National Security Council, and the Homeland Security Council.

 An important international initiative of the USA was the creation of Antiterrorism Assistance Program (ATA). The Department of State's Antiterrorism Assistance (ATA) Program was initiated in 1983 as a means of providing specialized training and equipment to nations facing terrorist threats. The program has provided training and assistance to over 19,000 law enforcement personnel from 104 countries. These foreign security and law enforcement personnel have primary responsibility in their nations to take the offensive against international terrorist cells and networks that seek to target Americans overseas and at home.
Combating international terrorism is one of the most important tasks of the US policy, and we can see that counterterrorist measures taken by the US government are quite consistent and effective. Moreover, America managed to become a leader in the global anti-terrorist war. 
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