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Are There Any Ways to Combat Illegal Immigration in the USA and in Russia? 

    The problem of the illegal immigration is becoming more and more crucial all over the world. In particular, the US and Russia historically and geographically are more favorable to the migration that  bears both advantages and drawbacks. The most negative but widespread consequence is illegal migration which dimension and damage can’t be even calculated for its nature. 
    Today approximately 5  million people live in Russia (and even more - 8 mln - in the US)1  without legal documents, and each year the number grows with more immigrants enter illegally or overstay their visas. 
    Illegal immigrants (the term referred to everybody who are in the United States without following immigration laws) impact on the political, social, economical and cultural life of the country. 
    Firstly, economical consequences: besides division of the labor, and stimulating different economical processes, unlawful occupation of the  illegal immigrants forces development of uncontrolled sectors of economy with the further violation of the labor legislation (contraband, shadow business like prostitution, arms trade, narcotics smuggling, etc). Because of the cheap labor force, ‘illegals’ really compete with the local population and can influence a decrease of the level of average wages. It causes a loss of governmental control of the economical situation and  hurts tax collection. Harvard University economist George J. Borjas explains that the controversy of the economical issue centers around the "huge redistribution of wealth away from unskilled American workers to American employers who use immigrants." 1 According to the statement of the chief of the Federal Migration Service of the RF, K. Romodanovsly, the economical damage made by illegal immigration (avoiding taxes)  averages $8 billions, furthermore, annually migrants from the Commonwealth of Independent States take out $10 billions. 2
    The second important aspect is a criminalization of the society, international delinquency interference, organization of groups of transporting illegals over a frontier. Experts claim that their itineraries coincide with the channels  of narco- and weapon-traffic. These channels are often used by terrorists, escaped prisoners of State, criminals. 
    Thirdly, the growth of the interethnic dissension by and large is due to the fact that illegal migration is accompanied with  modification of national and religious make-up of the population, formation of the ethnic groups that don’t want to assimilate. It leads to the enforcement of the extremist nationalistic political tendencies.  
    Russia experiences a constant flow of immigration. Approximately 200,000 legal immigrants enter the country every year. In addition, there are an estimated 10-12 million illegal immigrants in the country. On the graphic 13 the proportion of the total amount of the immigrants coming to Russia  from the Commonwealth of Independent State, whilst there is no official statistics on the unauthorized immigrants in Russia.  Many immigrant ethnic groups have much higher birth rates than native Russians, which shifts their population here and because they are still stay unauthorized it’s impossible to control the data. «Some Chinese flee the overpopulation and birth control regulations of their home country and settle in the Far East and in southern Siberia. Russia’s main Pacific port and naval base of Vladivostok, once closed to foreigners, today is bristling with Chinese markets, restaurants and trade houses. Experts predict that the Chinese diaspora in Russia will increase to at least 10 million by 2010 and Chinese may become the dominant ethnic group in the Russian Far East region 20 to 30 years from now.»4
    
    Between 12 and 20 million illegal immigrants are estimated to be living in the United States; due to the nature of illegal immigration, the exact number is unknown. The majority of the illegal immigrants are from Mexico. (see the table below) In 2007, President Bush called for Congress to endorse his guest worker proposal, stating that illegal immigrants took jobs that Americans would not take. The Pew Hispanic Center notes that while the number of legal immigrants (including LPRs, refugees, and asylees) arriving has not varied substantially since the 1980s, the number of illegal aliens has increased dramatically and, since the mid 1990s, has surpassed the number of legal immigrants. (as it reflected in the table). Penalties for employers who hire illegal immigrants range from $2,000-$10,000 and up to six months' imprisonment.
    Estimated Unauthorized Resident Population, Top 15 Countries: 1990 and 20005
    (Numbers in thousands; parts might not add to totals because of rounding) 
	    Country
	    Estimated population
	    Growth
	    Percent of total population 

    (of origin)

	     
	    2000
	    1990
	    2000
	    2000
	    1999

	    All countries     
	    7,000 
	    3,500 
	    3,500 
	    100.0% 
	    100.0% 

	    Mexico
	    4,808 
	    2,040 
	    2,768 
	    68.7% 
	    58.3% 

	    El Salvador
	    189 
	    298 
	    -109 
	    2.7% 
	    8.5% 

	    Guatemala
	    144 
	    118 
	    26 
	    2.1% 
	    3.4% 

	    Colombia
	    141 
	    51 
	    91 
	    2.0% 
	    1.4% 

	    Hondurasa
	    138 
	    42 
	    96 
	    2.0% 
	    1.2% 

	    China
	    115 
	    70 
	    45 
	    1.6% 
	    2.0% 

	    Ecuador
	    108 
	    37 
	    71 
	    1.5% 
	    1.0% 

	    Dominican Republic
	    91 
	    46 
	    45 
	    1.3% 
	    1.3% 

	    Philippines
	    85 
	    70 
	    14 
	    1.2% 
	    2.0% 

	    Brazil
	    77 
	    20 
	    58 
	    1.1% 
	    0.6% 

	    Haiti
	    76 
	    67 
	    8 
	    1.1% 
	    1.9% 

	    India
	    70 
	    28 
	    41 
	    1.0% 
	    0.8% 

	    Peru
	    61 
	    27 
	    34 
	    0.9% 
	    0.8% 

	    Korea
	    55 
	    24 
	    31 
	    0.8% 
	    0.7% 

	    Canada
	    47 
	    25 
	    22 
	    0.7% 
	    0.7% 

	    All other countries
	    795 
	    537 
	    259 
	    11.4% 
	    15.3% 


    (a Includes 105,000 Hondurans granted temporary protected status in December 1998.)
    If compared with nowadays the progress in illegal population is obvious. 6
	    Country of Origin
	    Raw Number
	    Percent of Total
	    Percent Change 2000 to 2006

	    Mexico
	    6,570,000
	    57
	    40%

	    El Salvador
	    510,000
	    4
	    19%

	    Guatemala
	    430,000
	    4
	    48%

	    Philippines
	    280,000
	    2
	    40%

	    Honduras
	    280,000
	    2
	    75%


    Although the U.S. government has encouraged closer trade, investment, and political ties with all these counties, it has labored in vain to keep a lid on the flow of labor across the border. 
    There is some common tendencies in Russia and the US in terms of make-up of the illegal immigrants, their majority come either from the nearest countries or from the subordinated and economically weaker states. 
    Nevertheless, there is not a big difference in the distribution of these flows all aver the country. In the US they are state capitals and industrial region in order to the country they bordering (Mexico – California, Texas)
    Estimated unauthorized resident population Total pop., 2000 census 7 (main centers) 
	    State of residence 
	    Est. population 2000 1990 
	    Growth, 1990-2000 
	    Pct of unauth. pop. 2000 1990 
	    State total 
	    Percent unauth. 

	    All States 
	    7,000 3,500 
	    3,500 
	    100.0% 100.0% 
	    281,422 
	    2.5% 

	    California 
	    2,209 1,476 
	    732 
	    31.6% 42.2% 
	    33,872 
	    6.5% 

	    Texas 
	    1,041 438 
	    603 
	    14.9% 12.5% 
	    20,852 
	    5.0% 

	    New York 
	    489 357 
	    132 
	    7.0% 10.2% 
	    18,976 
	    2.6% 

	    Illinois 
	    432 194 
	    238 
	    6.2% 5.5% 
	    12,419 
	    3.5% 

	    Florida 
	    337 239 
	    98 
	    4.8% 6.8% 
	    15,982 
	    2.1% 


 

    In Russia for the illegal immigrants it’s easier to hide and dissolve in the megapolices and their suburbs. A check of Moscow enterprises reveals that  among 15 illegal workers there is only one legal8. While in America the proportion is not so extreme because of The Immigration Reform IRCA (1986) which dwells upon obtaining a legal status by those immigrants who had been residing in the US since 1982. 
    One important thing should be marked out is that it’s necessary to distinguish deliberate infringer and immigrants whose illegal status is due to complicated procedure of registration and obtaining work permission (especially in Russia). 
             How all the problem of illegal migration can be resolved? Is it possible to control this process? Which policy will be effective? There are several points of view in the US as well as in Russia. They can be subdivided into two main groups: those who are strongly against any indulgence if the migration laws and those who favor moderate and gradual changes. 
    Position of the local government stands for complicating migration legislation and give more power to the citizens of country. In Europe, ultrarightist parties which advocate toughening  combat with illegal immigrants, are becoming more and more popular. In terms of these position of the local government stands for complicating migration legislation and give more power to the citizens of country. Bur regarding region peculiarities, in Russia such kind of a policy can be even more perilous because of the growth of the people’s movement against illegal immigration (very close to nationalistic ideas). Yet putting a barriers and setting quotas on the immigration (like the US does) makes the rate of illegal penetration is becoming higher even with the introducing of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection policy which is responsible for apprehending individuals attempting illegal entry to the United States. 
    However, there is an opposition who argues that the legislation is too severe and the rights of immigrants and quest workers are extremely violated but there are no determine decisions presented by the legislation body, however a lot of acts must be accepted to regulate all the details. 
               Since Russia has been requiring an extra labor force for the needs of developing economy, the government has to legalize illegal immigrants. It can be bring in law with the establishing of the Migration Inspection, which should fallow all the illegal immigrants who are presently or constantly living on the territory of Russia, and control the foreign labor force is using in the enterprises.9 It will help to obey the rights of the foreigners. It is very important to accept an experience of others countries to establish a mechanism of supply and demand of the labor force per each region. For example, in Canada there is a system of the gradation of immigrants in terms of their education, age, professional skills, etc. that helps to satisfy the demand of labor market, make a selection more objective and not depending of the ethnic and racial belonging10. Thus, presently it can be said that Russian migration policy needs updating. Federal government should be more involved into affairs and needs of local government which in its turn should fallow the rights of all residents but not making barriers to legally settling down. Immigrants make a huge part of countries’ identity and make-up and their further history depends on resolution of all these problems.  

    Legalizing American migration would (in particular, one from the Mexico - the biggest immigrants donor), in one stroke, “bring a huge underground market into the open; allow American producers in important sectors of the economy to hire the workers they need to grow; raise wages and working conditions for millions of low-skilled workers and spur investment in human capital; free resources and personnel for the war on terrorism”11. The stress must be put on the social and economical aspect: from the one hand it’s necessary to make a legislation more severe to the criminals but from the other hand working  illegals  should be given a possibility to work and donate to the country’s economy. The latter point of view was expressed by the majority of  Americans surveyed. They are strongly disapproving policy of enforcement of borders and deportation of illegals standing on the point that most of them are doing their work properly and illegal status  doesn’t make them criminals. Also, there are significant dangers associated with illegal immigration including potential death when crossing the border. An ABC News Poll, indicates that most respondents (67%) believe the United States is not doing enough to keep illegal immigrants from coming into the country and, according to a CBS News/New York Times poll most Americans believe that US immigration policy needs either fundamental changes (41%) or to be completely rebuilt(49%12).  
In the US the new system of controlling illegal workers activity was introduced by an outstanding American showmen and politician Neal Bootz, confirmed Libertarian. This plan seems to be the most adequate solution of the economical problem (and not as expensive as covering of the budget deficit caused by unpaid taxes).  “Step One: harsh penalties for any landlord who knowingly or carelessly rented living quarters to anyone not in the country legally. Step Two: All federal funds would be withheld from any cities or other local governments who refuse to cooperate with federal immigration authorities in the enforcement of our immigration laws. This would put an end to this "Sanctuary City"13 nonsense”14 This practice doesn’t allow municipal funds or resources to be used to enforce federal immigration laws, usually by not allowing police or municipal employees to inquire about one's immigration status. The designation has no legal meaning.. In order to prevent this the  next step should be a passing the law that would allow US Businesses to hire temporary workers who are not legal residents of the United States. All of this hiring would be done through federally licensed but privately operated employment agencies, according to the idea of Neal Bootz. The companies using the temporary labor would make all payments to the employment agencies, and the employment agencies would in turn pay the temporary workers. The penalties for any payments made by employers to temporary workers outside of this system would be very harsh (like denial of any rights to hire temporary workers through this program again.) At least, it must appeal to control the quantity of the illegal workers paying taxes. Next fourth step, through this agency any foreign person seeking work in the United States through the temporary worker program would have to obtain a temporary worker card issued by the United States. Without this card the employment agencies would not be permitted to bring these people into the US for temporary work assignments. “Step Five: When a US company need some workers, construction, agricultural, etc, that company would go to one of the federally licensed employment agencies and put in an order”15. Then, it would be the work of the agency to bring the workers into the country and to arrange temporary housing for them. “The employer would be billed for these costs. When the temporary work assignment was over the agency would provide transportation either back to the temporary workers home country or to the next temporary job. All payments to the temporary workers would cease until another assignment was found.”16 

    To conclude, it must be admitted that combating illegal immigration is untimely aim. First of all, the government should cope with the problem of controlling it, taking into consideration both peculiarities of a particular country and international experience and approaches used. While the nature and causes of this kind of immigration is being common to the US as well as to Russia, the resolution of it depends on the social and economical policies of these countries which are called for there own developments, political systems, geographical position, etc. Probably, the best way to regulate the problem of illegal immigration is to remove its causes not only the national but although on the international scale too, by sharing the experience gained between Russia and the US.   
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