Student's papers. 
The theme and the symbols in "The Great Gatsby". (A. Koukourian) 

"F. Scott Fitzgerald's life was like the plot of one of his novels".1 He was born in 1896 of rich parents in the Mid West and educated at Princeton University. This made him a part of the best society. In 1917, he became a fashionable army lieutenant, but he was never sent to fight in Europe. Instead he wrote his first novel "The Side of Paradise" in which he described America's new generation that had "grown up to find all gods dead, all wars fought, all faiths in man shaken". By the age of twenty-four he was a famous novelist. Throughout the twenties, he wrote an enormous amount of fiction. This provided the money for many of Fitzgerald's own 'sprees': all-night parties and wild trips to Europe. His fiction was extremely popular in the twenties because it was modern and easy to read.
Many points of his life were reflected in the novel "The Great Gatsby" (living in the East, illness, alcoholism, business and richness). Jay Gatsby, the hero of "The Great Gatsby" (1925), has a similar belief in the absolute power and "natural goodness" of money. He lived in the "Jazz Age", "The Roaring Twenties", The Great Stagnation - the time of prosperity and wealth of American people - when Suffragettes (feminist) Movement appeared, when a person could easily earn a lot of money by unfair means - usually such people were called bootleggers - and that is how Jay Gatsby was called.
This novel is considered by many critics to be one of the great twentieth-century novels. The people were very proud of their wealth, gave a lot of balls; they had no prejudices concerning their style of life. Through the eyes of Nick Carraway, the narrator, we see both the glamour and the moral ugliness of the twenties. Originally Nick is from Chicago, he came to this place to learn bond business.
Other characters of the novel - Tom and Daisy Buchanan - have very complicated and difficult to analyze personalities. Tom was Nick's college friend, and Daisy - his second cousin. They both lived in East Egg, and Nick came as a guest there (he lived in West Egg). Daisy had a very difficult time, because they weren't happy at all, she didn't want to marry him, she was blinded by the luxury house, clothes and appearance of Tom and of Tom himself (he was very handsome). The fact is that Daisy loved Gatsby, was fond of him; but earlier she told him that "rich girls don't marry poor boys".
Daisy's voice usually helps to reveal her inner world. The main characteristic of her voice is that it "was full of money", sometimes (it depended on her mood, thoughts, etc.) it was sad, thrilling, emotional, etc. Her appearance and movements also play a significant role in the novel: bright face, bright smile - "bright" is a kind of stamp on her. She is described as attractive but not possessing a deep soul, nothing was underneath. Only her voice was emotional, but not she herself. It's very dangerous for her to stay out of this society, because her name - Daisy - means vulnerable; and indeed she is quite unadaptable to the rules of the real life.
Tom is a sturdy giant with supercilious manners, arrogant eyes, cruel body and shifting muscles under the T-shirt. This all creates the atmosphere of a huge wall.
Nick's neighbor is Jay Gatsby, a rich and successful man (and possibly a criminal - his official business was drugstores, but people said that he sold alcohol under the count, breaking the law of "Prohibition", when drinking, selling, transferring and keeping it was prohibited). Gatsby was born in the West, but he was thinking of moving to the East. A person that initially wasn't the member of the highest society, appears suddenly there, in Long Island.
Long Island is a place, where rich people live (near New York), where estate is extremely expensive. People there are self-concerned, they try not to notice other people, if they don't need them at the moment.
But Gatsby is also a true romantic. He has spent his whole life dreaming of his childhood sweetheart. He gives large, expensive parties at his home. He hopes that she will come and fall in love with him again. But Gatsby has nothing to say about his past and future, "he is watching over nothing" all the time.
The novel combines symbolism with psychological realism. The description of the house, of the parties, the music and the guests gives them a "symbolic glow". They seem to be part of an unreal world: "Men and girls came and went like moths among the whisperings and the champagne and the stars". The novel is famous for its unusual and interesting use of colors: "the lights grow brighter and now the orchestra is playing yellow cocktail music".
Gatsby symbolizes the American belief that money can buy love and happiness. His failure makes him a rather tragic figure. The following scene symbolically describes the emptiness of his hopes and dreams. His guests have just gone home: A wafer of a moon was shining over Gatsby's house. . . surviving the laughter and the sound of his still glowing garden. A sudden emptiness seemed to flow now from the windows and the great doors, endowing with complete isolation the figure of the host, who stood on the porch, his hand up in a formal gesture of farewell.
According to some critics, "The Great Gatsby" is "a symbolist tragedy".2 The hero tries - and fails - to change the world of hard material objects (and of hard, materialistic people) into the ideal world of his fantasy. His world, like the world of many of his fellow Americans, is "material without being real, where poor ghosts, breathing dreams like air drifted about. . .". Still, there is something heroic about Gatsby, because to the end of his life he continued to believe and to hope.
The author very frequently tries to comment on the events. He not only expresses his attitude to this or that fact, but he also uses "inner speech", inner thoughts of the narrator; we can find a lot of generalisations in the novel. Nick, who is responsible for the narration, uses a lot of flashbacks; he tries to give a hint or a clue, an opportunity to the reader to look in the past. The ultimate purpose is to reveal the theme of the novel; everything here works for the plot.
Fitzgerald likes to use many devices that help us to understand the meaning of some episodes. Juxtapositions help to emphasise the contrast between Gatsby's guests (and the whole nation): old men and young girls. Disharmony in the society is shown through behaviour: a celebrated tenor singing in Italian was mixed with a notorious contralto singing jazz. The Moon or the moonlight appears every moment Gatsby is depicted; often we see the "triangle of silver scales" - the constellation of Libra; when guests have nothing to talk about, "vacuous burst of laughter rose towards the summer sky".
The "green light" is of utmost importance in the novel under analysis. It expresses the meaning of the whole fiction. This green light symbolises the hope itself. Every evening Jay Gatsby went to the shore to observe the other coast, where his beloved green light was blinking. He knew that somewhere near this light was Daisy, the girl he loved all his short life. This green light made him do many hard and global things in the name of love. When Daisy came to him and they were looking at the green light together Gatsby began to realise how illusive all things were.
The valley of ashes, which is situated very close to Gatsby's house and to its wild parties, symbolises that the society described is the society of pure ghosts. We should keep in mind that the original name of Fitzgerald's novel was "Among asheaps and millionaires".
Not only people and symbols of Nature are present in the novel, but also such an unusual symbol as an advertisement shield. The eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg in it are the death itself. Eckleburg is the embodiment of eternal blindness, but all the time we can see his eyes. The fact is that these eyes are lifeless.
Gatsby himself is completely covered with mystery. In the beginning the author uses ironic and sarcastic words towards him, but then we begin to feel sorry about him because he is all the time alone, emptiness and isolation always follow him.
The word "sinister" marks the change of Nick's attitude towards Gatsby. Nick tries to understand everything concerning Gatsby (his life, wealth, etc.), and his final conclusion is: "nothing sinister". Gatsby is a self-made man, he is very intelligent, clever (although his speech is rather clumsy), has common sense, but he sounds very artificial, uses colloquial phrases, etc.).
The rich symbolic nature of Fitzgerald's best novels and short stories often makes us stop to re-read some passages. Only this way can we see the real meaning of colours and other details. In his novel F. Scott Fitzgerald sets out to carry out a very difficult task - he tries to depict the whole structure of the American society through the eyes of its representative. The life of the contemporary young people of the 1920s' Jazz Age was not so easy as some readers can think (wealth, devoted friends, safe environment, etc. are proved by Fitzgerald to be a myth for them). Every good writer needs some special devices to show the characters, their thoughts and inner feelings more profoundly; and the author uses a certain system of symbols which serves as an enormous corpus of material to analyze.
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