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Eloyan Anzelika

Are there any ways to combat Illegal Immigration in the USA?

Illegal immigration in the United States of America is the movement of people across the legal national borders of the United States that is a violation of the US national law. There are a lot of terms that are used to name illegal immigrant, for example: illegal alien, undocumented alien, undocumented immigrant, unauthorized immigrant, undocumented worker or migrant. These people haven’t got either citizenship or a valid immigrant atatus. According to the United States government, “illegal alien” is the correct term for a person who has entered the United States illegally. There are some defenitions of the term “alien”: alien is a person, who is not a citizen or national of the United States or an individual who is not a US citizen or US national. “Illegal Alien”, also known as undocumented alien, is an alien who has entered the United States illegally and is deportable if apprehended, or an alien who entered the United States legally but who has fallen ‘out of status’ and is deportable.

“More than a million illegal immigrants have slipped into the United States in the past few years, raising the total population of immigrants in the country to 7 million. The vast majority of the illegal immigrants are from Mexico, officials said. The numbers are based on census figures from 2000 and the agency's own statistics. They are the first official government figures on illegal immigration released since 1996. The figures show that between October 1996 and January 2000, the number of illegal immigrants grew from about 5.8 million to about 7 million, an increase of more than 300,000 annually. The proportion of the illegal immigrants who are Mexican has increased to nearly 70 percent from less than 60 percent, the INS said. Although California is home to the most undocumented immigrants, Arizona, Georgia and North Carolina have the greatest rate of increase, the figures showed”.( The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service informs that some five million people are living in the United States without permission, and the number is growing by about 275,000 a year. Native-born Americans and legal immigrants worry about the problem of illegal immigration. Many people in US believe that illegal immigrants take jobs from citizens, especially from young people and members of minority groups. Moreover, illegal aliens can place a heavy burden on tax-supported social services. 

In 1986 Congress revised immigration law to deal with illegal aliens. Many  “illegal aliens” who had been in the country since 1982 became eligible to apply for legal residency that would eventually permit them to stay in the country permanently. In 1990,after adoption of the law of 1986, nearly 900,000 undocumented aliens obtained legal status. The law also provided strong measures to combat further illegal immigration and imposed penalties on businesses that knowingly employ illegal aliens. 

The US Government took serious steps to combat illegal immigration. For a period of time in the 1990s the  US army personnel were stationed along the US-Mexico border to help stem the flow of illegal aliens and drug smugglers. These military units brought their specialized equipment such as FLIR infrared devices and helicopters in order to slow down the illegal immigration. Toghter with the US Border Patrol, they would deploy along the border and, for a brief time, there would be no traffic across that border which was actively watched by "coyotes" paid to assist border crossers. After the September 11, 2001 attacks the United States of America looked at the feasibility of placing soldiers along the US-Mexico border as a working and security measure. 

In December 2005, the US House of Representatives voted to build a separation barrier along parts of the border. On May 17 2006 there was a later vote in the United  States Senate. As a result of theis vote the Senate included a plan to blockade 860 miles of the border with vehicle barriers. Bay Buchanan, head of Team America, an immigration reduction political action committee, estimated that it would take less than six months to build a 2,000 mile, triple-layer fence and would cost roughly $1.5—3 billion. 

“The US President George W.  Bush signed into law the annual homeland-security spending bill that provides the first down payment for 700 miles of fence along the US-Mexico border. The $33.8 billion spending measure boosts the number of U.S. Border Patrol agents to 14,800, funds 27,500 detention beds for illegal aliens, or an increase of 6,700, and includes $1.2 billion for a fence, vehicle barriers and other infrastructure.  "It's what the people of this country want -they want to know that we're modernizing the border so we can better secure the border," Mr. Bush said as he signed the bill in Scottsdale before a bipartisan group of elected officials in Arizona. While the bill funds hundreds of programs, including transportation and port security, it has become a key symbol of the debate over illegal entry into the U.S. Still to come is Mr. Bush's signature on a bill to build 700 miles of fencing along the border, which House Republicans authored and pushed through Congress. The president has said he will sign that bill, too, though an aide yesterday said it's unlikely he will have a public signing ceremony.”( 

People can cross the border of the USA only with special valid passport and US visa. But crossing the border without these documents is a misdemeanor for the first offense and a felony for subsequent violations. There are some punishments in this situation.The first offense is punishable only by deportation, and in practice future offenses are only punishable by deportation and a ban on entering the U.S. legally in the future. Those who are caught illegally trespassing  the US territory are usually fingerprinted and immediately returned.Nevertheless  they often repeat offender, in which case they may be criminally prosecuted. Border Patrol activity is concentrated around big border cities such as San Diego and El Paso which already have separation barriers and extensive Border Agent coverage. The main effect of this border barriers has been to drive illegal immigration to less defended parts of the border and to arrest “coyotes” and their criminal associates.Some of the traffic has spread away from the dangerous Tucson districts deserts where over a hundred illegal aliens have died so far this year compared to 153 in 2005. In 2006 the number of apprehensions on the border is almost the same as last year through 16 July 2006 at 936,000. However, according to many US Border Patrol agents, they were instructed by their leadership to "keep new arrests to an absolute minimum" to offset the effect of the Minuteman vigil, adding that patrols along the border have been severely limited as one US Border Patrol agent put it.

Each state in the United States has it’s own National Guard organization that could  be placed on the border at a state governor's discretion to assist with border security. Many states also have a backup to the National Gurard called the State Defense Force that could, in an emergency, also be activated for this purpose. For example, Arizona and New Mexico have currently declared the counties that border Mexico to be under serious duress caused by uncontrolled illegal alien traffic, thereby enabling governors to deploy National Guardsmen to the international border. 

While most efforts to halt illegal immigration have focused on the southern land border, the difficulties are spread throughout the immigration system. Spotty or haphazard efforts to end illegal immigration can not succeed.  In order to compose an overall, Federation for American Immigration Reform cohesive plan, sponsored an experts' study that resulted in the report “Ten Steps to Ending Illegal Immigration”. It is important to realize that the proposals outlined below are not separate, but are interdependent parts of an overall plan to end illegal immigration a plan that can succeed. The following are the key recommendations:

-The loopholes that facilitate illegal immigration must be closed.

-Incentives for illegal immigration must be eliminated.

 -Stop giving citizenship to the children of illegal aliens and foreign visitors.

-The penalties for violating immigration law must be increased.

-Existing programs that are particularly effective must be expanded.

-Government agencies must coordinate their efforts better and more extensively.

- Set up a verification system for welfare and work eligibility 

-Top-of-the-line equipment must be available to the enforcers of immigration law.

-New technology must be harnessed to the battle against illegal immigration.

-A greater investment must be made in the personnel who combat illegal immigration.(
In conclusion I’d like to say that a presence of 9 million to 11 million illegal aliens in this country is a sign that this country is losing control of its borders and the ability to determine who is a member of this national community. In Congress, there now is a serious debate about whether the nation should even try to enforce its immigration laws. The debate is between "national-community Americans"  those who continue to believe in the idea of a separate, self-governed nation  and those who have a "post-American" vision. The post-American vision is for America's workers to be "allowed" to compete directly with every worker in the world who makes the effort to move to this country and for the quality of life of a local community to be determined by global forces rather than by democratic self-determination. Today illegal immigration is an enormous problem for the United States, and one that is growing every year, and the United States of America search the new ways to combat Illegal Immigration.
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